
Martin Luther King Jr. Board 
Board Meeting 

 

 
November 2, 2023 | 4:00 PM 

BOC Conference Room City Hall 
 

  

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes  
  A 10-05-2023 Meeting Minutes 

3. Old Business 
  A Revised By-Laws Review 
 

By-Laws - DRAFT 
  B Sponsor update - John R. Lewis Elementary School T-shirts 
  C Words for 2024 MLK T-shirts 
 

2024 MLK T-shirt - DRAFT 

4. New Business 
  A MLK Board Holiday Celebration  

5. Adjournment 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING BOARD MEETING 
BOC CONFERENCE ROOM CITY HALL 

OCTOBER 5, 2023 
4:00 P.M. 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Commissioner Elaine Lucas, Chairperson 
Joyce Humphrey, Citizen 
June O’Neal, Mentor’s Project  
Dr. Henry Ficklin, MBC Executive Director of Community Affairs 
Charise Stephens-Merriweather, MBC Small Business Affairs 
Lisa M. Watson, Pastor, Evangelical Liberty Christian Church & EMA Program Coordinator  
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Rev. Dominique Nichols, Bibb County School District 
Rev. Dominique Johnson, Kingdom Life Church 
Rev. Harold Young, Tubman Museum 
Dr. Evans Brown, True Faith Church of God in Christ 
Rabbi Elizabeth Bahar, Temple Beth Israel  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Frank Howard, Assistant County Attorney 
Marshall Talley, Macon Black Culture 
Dr. Mary H. Butler 
Sheila Griggs, Deputy Clerk of Commission 
 
Call To Order 
 
Chairperson Elaine Lucas called the meeting to order at 4:14 p.m. 
 
Prayer 
 
Dr. Henry Ficklin opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
On motion by Paster Lisa Watson, seconded by June O’Neal and carried unanimously, the 
minutes from September 7, 2023, were approved.  
 
Old Business 
 
2023 Juneteenth Parade Financials 
 
Marshall Talley reported on Juneteenth Parade Budget.  A spreadsheet of revenue and 
expenses was given to the board. Mr. Talley will forward a digital folder of the expenses to Dr. 
Ficklin for the records. 
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2024 Juneteenth Parade is scheduled on June 16, 2024, Father’s Day.  The Board expressed 
concern with the start time and suggested that the parade start at the same time as other 
parades in the past.  Mr. Talley said he would check the start time. 
 
Bi-Law Review 
 
Attorney Frank Howard read and interpreted the bi-laws from Section I. to Section V.  Board 
members provided feedback and suggested changes accordingly.  Due to time constraints 
Commissioner Lucas asked the board to continue reviewing the bi-laws and suggest changes at 
the next meeting. 
 
2024 Martin Luther King Jr.  3rd Grade T-Shirts 
 
June O’Neal read the words for the t-shirts to the Board.  The words were discussed, and some 
changes were made to the list.  There will be a total of 12 new words all in reflection of what Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. would say in his speeches. 
 
Dr. Ficklin is working on getting a sponsor for the shirts to include John R. Lewis Elementary 
School 3rd graders.  He will write a letter to the Board of Education to see if they would sponsor 
the additional shirts.  
 
It was also mentioned that the Community Foundation might have some small grants that the 
board could apply for.  Charise Stephens-Merriweather mentioned the High Five Grant.  The 
deadline to submit for the grant is October 15, 2023 at noon.  Dr. Ficklin will look into writing the 
one-page grant.   
 
On motion by Pastor Lisa Watson, seconded by June O’Neal and carried unanimously, to 
continue to move forward with the 3rd grade t-shirts for Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School 
and hold on the t-shirts for John R. Lewis Elementary School until a sponsor is found, was 
approved. 
 
June O’Neal reminded the board of the upcoming event Parent Academy on November 14, 
2023. 
 
Organization of the year 
 
Commissioner Lucas and Dr. Fickling will work as a 2-person committee and work on this task. 
 
New Business 
 
Pastor Lisa Watson spoke about the New Year Planning and working with EMA. Paster Watson 
will provide additional information soon. 
 
Saturday October 7, 2023, there will be a Townhall meeting at the Tubman Museum called “Let 
my People Vote” that is designed to empower voters. 
 
The 51st. The Annual Earl T. Shinhoster Freedom Fund Awards will be on October 21, 2023.  
Five members of the MLK Board have agreed to attend.  Dr. Ficklin will work on providing 
something for the ½ page ad purchased for this event.  
 
It was mentioned that the MLK board should take a group photo yearly. 
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Adjournment  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  
 
 
 
______________________  
Sheila F. Griggs 
Deputy Clerk of Commission 
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