
Committee of the Whole 
Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

February 26, 2025 | 2:05 PM  
City Hall 

700 Poplar Street 
Macon, GA 31201 

 
 

 

 
Mayor Lester M. Miller 
Mayor Pro Tem Seth Clark 
Commissioner Valerie Wynn 
Commissioner Paul Bronson 
Commissioner Stanley Stewart 
Commissioner Joey Hulett 
Commissioner Raymond Wilder 
Commissioner Bill Howell 
Commissioner Donice Bryant 
Commissioner Brendalyn Bailey 
 
    
1. Call to Order 
  Mayor Lester M. Miller 
    
2. Approval to Opt Out of House Bill 581 
  a. A Resolution Of The Macon-Bibb County Commission Opting Out Of The 

Homestead Exemption Provided In O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2; And For Other Lawful 
Purposes. (Sponsored by: ) 

    
3. Adjourn 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE MACON-BIBB COUNTY COMMISSION OPTING OUT OF 
THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION PROVIDED IN O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2; AND FOR 
OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES. 
 

WHEREAS, on January 1, 2025, 2024 H.B. 581 (“HB 581”) took effect, creating, among 

other things, a new section of the Code of Georgia, being O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2; and   

WHEREAS, subsection (b) of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2 provides for a floating homestead 

exemption for property taxes on homestead properties, which will increase over time based on 

inflation and market forces; and 

WHEREAS, residents of Macon-Bibb County already enjoy a $7,000.00 homestead 

exemption from a local constitutional amendment that was passed at 1980 Ga. Laws 2133; and 

WHEREAS, the homestead exemption in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b) is optional for local 

governments to adopt, as stated in subsection (i) of that Section; and  

WHEREAS, for certain governments that opt into the floating homestead exemption 

provided for in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b), HB 581 also created a new Article 2B within Chapter 8 

of Title 48 of the O.C.G.A., to allow such governments to hold a referendum to increase their sales 

tax by an additional one percent (“FLOST”); and  

WHEREAS, on November 2, 2021, over 80 percent of Macon-Bibb County voters ratified 

the Other Local Option Sales Tax (OLOST), thereby converting property taxes to sales taxes in 

the amount of a one percent sales tax increase; and 

WHEREAS, because of the OLOST, Macon-Bibb County has reduced property taxes from 

a net millage rate of 20.331 in 2020 to 9.9 in 2024, for a reduction of over 51%; and  

WHEREAS, the new O.C.G.A. Title 48, Chapter 8, Article 2B does not permit 

governments to adopt a FLOST sales tax if they already have an OLOST in effect; and 

LEGISLATIVE SPONSORS 
□ MAYOR LESTER M. MILLER    □ MAYOR PRO TEMPORE SETH CLARK  
□ COMMISSIONER VALERIE WYNN   □ COMMISSIONER PAUL BRONSON 
□ COMMISSIONER STANLEY B. STEWART  □ COMMISSIONER JOEY HULETT 
□ COMMISSIONER RAYMOND WILDER □ COMMISSIONER BILL HOWELL 
□ COMMISSIONER DONICE BRYANT-CATO □ COMMISSIONER BRENDALYN BAILEY 

 
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WHEREAS, given the foregoing, the net effect of opting into HB 581 would be that 

Macon-Bibb County would lose property tax revenues beyond the $7,000 homestead exemption 

and the OLOST property tax relief already given, without receiving replacement revenues from 

any other source; and 

WHEREAS, for the foregoing reasons, the Macon-Bibb County Commission desires to 

opt out of the homestead exemption provided in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b); and 

WHEREAS, on Sunday, February 16, 2025, at 4:00 P.M., a press release was sent to local 

news media, notifying them of the Macon-Bibb County Commission’s intent to opt out of the 

homestead exemption provided in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b), as shown in Exhibit A, attached hereto 

and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, February 18, 2025, and Wednesday, February 19, 2025, 

advertisements were run in the Macon Telegraph, being the legal organ for Macon-Bibb County, 

which notified the public of three public hearings to be held on Tuesday, February 25, and 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, in compliance with O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(i)(2), as shown in 

Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, February 12, 2025, a copy of the notice of intent to opt out 

of the homestead exemption provided in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b) was posted on the website of 

the Macon-Bibb County Board of Tax Assessors, and on Monday, February 17, 2025, a copy of 

the notice of intent to opt out of the homestead exemption provided in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b) 

was posted on the news page of the official Macon-Bibb County website, as shown in Exhibit C, 

attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and 

WHEREAS, the Macon-Bibb County Commission held public hearings on the question 

of whether to opt out of the homestead exemption provided in O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b) on 

Tuesday, February 25, 2025, at 6:05 P.M., and on Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. 

and 2:00 P.M., prior to considering this Resolution; and  

WHEREAS, the Macon-Bibb County Commission finds that this resolution is necessary 

and proper to promote or protect the safety, health, peace, security, and general welfare of Macon-

Bibb County and its inhabitants; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Macon-Bibb County Commission, 

and it is hereby so resolved by the authority of the same, that Macon-Bibb County hereby elects 

to opt out of the homestead exemption otherwise granted by O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b).  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Commission is hereby directed to 

transmit an executed copy of this Resolution to the Georgia Secretary of State by both overnight 

courier service and electronic transmission at the earliest possible opportunity, with the completion 

of this task taking precedence over all other tasks and assignments, so that the Georgia Secretary 

of State may receive this Resolution no later than February 28, 2025. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Macon-Bibb County Commission hereby declares 

that the foregoing preamble and whereas provisions set forth hereinabove constitute, and shall be 

considered to be, substantive provisions of this Resolution and are hereby incorporated by 

reference into this provision. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Macon-Bibb County Commission grants the Mayor 

the authority to take any and all further actions necessary to carry out the intents and purposes of 

this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the event scrivener’s errors shall be discovered in 

this Resolution after the adoption hereof, the Macon-Bibb County Commission hereby authorizes 

and directs that each such scrivener’s error shall be corrected in all multiple counterparts of this 

Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that except as specifically provided herein, any and all 

resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with this Resolution shall be and the same hereby are 

repealed, and this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the event that this Resolution or part thereof is 

found by any court of competent jurisdiction to be substantively more appropriately denominated 

an act of ordinance by the Macon-Bibb County Commission, it is the intent of this Commission 

that this Resolution or such portion thereof shall be considered to have been adopted as an 

ordinance of the Macon-Bibb County Commission. Where any law bearing on the subject matter 

of this Resolution calls for the taking of any legislative action by the governing authority of Macon-

Bibb County, and such law specifies for such action to be taken by resolution or by ordinance, it 

is the intent of this Commission that this Resolution satisfy such requirement, and that this 

Resolution be construed accordingly.  To the extent that this Resolution is construed by any 

appropriate authority as being substantively an act of ordinance and not an act of resolution, then 

this Resolution shall operate further to repeal all prior ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 

herewith. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the specific intent of the Macon-Bibb County 

Commission to have complied in all ways with the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(i) for 

the purpose of electing to opt out and opting out of the homestead exemption otherwise granted 

by O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(b), and that, to the extent that any party challenges the actions of Macon-

Bibb County in fulfilling the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(i), or the substance of this 

Resolution, that all such actions are hereby ratified, and that all such actions and all text of this 

Resolution shall be construed in a light that is most favorable to a finding that the requirements of 

O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(i) have been fully complied with. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this Resolution shall become effective immediately upon 

its approval by the Mayor or upon its adoption into law without such approval.  

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of ____________________, 2025. 
 
 
 By:___________________________________ 
 LESTER M. MILLER, Mayor 
 
 
 Attest:_________________________________ 
 (SEAL) JANICE S. ROSS, Clerk of the Commission  
 
 

\\tc-storage.maconbibb.us\countyattstorage\RES MACON-BIBB\2025 Miller Opting Out of HB 581 Homestead 
Exemption 2-21-25.docx  
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From: Floore, Chris
To: McNeill, Michael
Subject: Re: 581 Opt Out Press Release
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 1:01:36 PM

This email originated from inside Macon-Bibb County Government. Do NOT click on links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Message sent internally from: cfloore@maconbibb.us

Here you go: https://conta.cc/3EGPWce.
 
From: McNeill, Michael <MMcNeill@maconbibb.us>
Date: Friday, February 21, 2025 at 12:48 PM
To: Floore, Chris <cfloore@maconbibb.us>
Subject: RE: 581 Opt Out Press Release

This email originated from inside Macon-Bibb County Government. Do NOT click on links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Message sent internally from: mmcneill@maconbibb.us

Can you send me a copy of the message that went out?
 
Thanks,
 
Michael J. McNeill
Chief Assistant County Attorney
Macon-Bibb County Attorney’s Office
700 Poplar Street, P.O. Box 247
Macon, GA 31202-0247
External Direct: 478-219-4393
Internal Extension: x7671
Email: mmcneill@maconbibb.us
 
From: Floore, Chris <cfloore@maconbibb.us> 
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2025 12:41 PM
To: McNeill, Michael <MMcNeill@maconbibb.us>
Subject: 581 Opt Out Press Release
 

This email originated from inside Macon-Bibb County Government. Do NOT click on links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Message sent internally from: cfloore@maconbibb.us

Michael,
 
We sent a news release to our media contacts about the Macon-Bibb County
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Commission voting to opt out of 581. It was sent on February 16, 2025, at 4:00 p.m.
 
Thank you,
 
Chris Floore
Chief Communications Officer
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EXHIBIT B 
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EXHIBIT C 
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